1 In Bulgaria, the conscription age was consistently lowered. Initially, youngsters were recruited after turning 21 in the calendar year previous to the recruitment, but from 1892 this age was reduced to 20, and from 1904 reduced further to 19. Thus, for example, boys born in 1885 were recruited in the spring of 1905, several months before or after turning 20 years old. Secondary school pupils and university students were conscripted after graduation. See: Article 4, "Law on Taking New Recruits in the Bulgarian Army," Dărzhaven vestnik, 2 (89), December 6, 1880; Article 15, "Law on the Organization of the Military Forces of the Bulgarian Army," id. 14 (36), February 15, 1892; Article 13, "Law on the Organization of the Military Forces of the Bulgarian Army," id. 14 (18), January 24, 1904. In Serbia, males were initially conscripted after turning 20 years in the calendar year previous to the recruitment, but in 1884 this age dropped by one year. Towards 1899, the age of conscripts was raised back up again. Thus, for example, Belgrade boys born in 1870 were conscripted in September 1890; those born in 1878, in March 1899; and those born in 1883, in August 1904. In both countries secondary school pupils and university students (a tiny minority among conscripts) were recruited after their graduation and served reduced terms Respective provisions were also inscribed in Bulgaria's civil law as well: a special law on guardianship defined as minors ('underage person') all individuals under the age of 21; the designation 'underage children' (nepălnoletni detsa) was also used as a synonym. Minors were prohibited from controlling property or entering into property transactions, which were the responsibility of their father (or in the case of his death, of a guardian and special council of relatives, which included also the local judge).5 In this context, for a large portion of the population, 
